
Clean earth is ablution for the Muslim, even up to
ten years. Then when if you find water, wash your

skin with it, for that is better

Abu Dharr Jundub ibn Junādah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: A few goats
were in the possession of the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be

upon him) so he said: "O Abu Dharr, take them to the desert." I took them to the desert
of Rabadhah, and I would sometimes be in a state of Janābah and stay for five or six

days (without bathing). I came to the Prophet, may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon,
and he said: "Abu Dharr?" I kept silent. He said: "May your mother lose you, Abu Dharr!

Woe to your mother!" He then called a black maid and she brought me a big pot of
water. She concealed me with a garment and I hid behind a camel and washed. It was as
if I removed a mountain off myself. He then said: "Clean earth is ablution for the Muslim,

even up to ten years. Then when you find water, wash your skin with it, for that is
better."

[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by At-Termedhy - An-Nasaa’i - Narrated by Abu Daoud - Narrated by Ahmad]

This Hadīth sheds light on one of the aspects of facilitation that Islamic Shariah brings to
people, which is making Tayammum when water is not available. Clean dust serves in place
of water, which is used in regular ablution. The exact number of years mentioned in the
Hadīth is not intended per se; rather, it means that Tayammum is valid so long as water is
unavailable, regardless of the time interval whether it is ten or twenty or thirty or more. This
is also true when water is available but it cannot be used for religious or medical reasons.
Although  purification  by  Tayammum  is  weaker,  it  substitutes  ablution  with  water  as  a
necessity  to  perform prayer  before  the  time  of  prayer  ends.  The  concession  to  make
Tayammum  expires  the  moment  water  becomes  available  and  one  is  able  to  use  it.
Therefore, the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) guided Abu Dharr to
go back to the original option – which is using water – when it is available. One has then to let
water touch his skin; i.e. make water run over his skin in ablution or take a ritual bath.
Tayammum expires when one sees water and is able to use it. The ability to use water is
what is intended by the 'availability' of water.
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