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Time has completed its cycle and has returned to its
state when Allah created the heavens and the earth.
A year consists of twelve months, of which four are
sacred; three of them are consecutive: Dhu al-
Qi‘dah, Dhu al-Hijjah, Muharram, and Rajab of Mudar

Abu Bakrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Time has completed its cycle and has returned
to its state when Allah created the heavens and the earth. The year consists of twelve
months, of which four are sacred; three of them are consecutive: Dhu al-Qi‘dah, Dhu al-
Hijjah, Muharram, and Rajab of Mudar which comes between the months of Jumada and
Sha‘ban. Which month is this?" We said: "Allah and His Messenger know best." He
remained silent for some time until we thought he was going to name it by something
other than its current name. He then said: "Is this not the month of Dhu al-Hijjah?" We
said: "Indeed, it is." He then said: "Which city is this?" To which we said: "Allah and His
Messenger know best." He then remained silent for some time until we thought he was
going to name it by something other than its current name. He then said: "Is this not Al-
Baldah (meaning Makkah)?" We said: "Indeed, it is." He then said: "What day is this?"
We replied saying: "Allah and His Messenger know best." He then remained silent for
some time until we thought he was going to name it by something other than its current
name. He said: "Is this not the Day of An-Nahr (10th of Dhu al-Hijjah)?" We said: "Indeed,
it is." Thereupon he said: "Indeed, your blood, your property and your honor are
inviolable to one another just as the inviolability of this day of yours, in this city of yours,
in this month of yours. And you will soon meet your Lord, and He will ask you about your
deeds. So, do not return to disbelief after my death, striking each other's necks. Let
those who are present here convey my statements to those who are not present, for
perhaps someone to whom my words are conveyed will understand them better than
someone who listened to them." Then he said: "Behold! Have | delivered (the message)
to you? Behold! Have | delivered (the message) to you?" We answered saying: "Indeed,

you have." He said: "O Allah, bear witness to this!"
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) delivered a sermon on the Day
of An-Nahr, during the Farewell Hajj. He informed his Companions(may Allah be pleased with
him) that at that point of time in the year, the Nasi’ (postponement of the sacred months
people used to do in pre-Islamic Arabia) became in accordance with what Allah has legislated
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with regard to the sacred months. That is because the people of Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic times)
had altered the order Allah had set for the sacred months. They would deem sacred months
to be not sacred, and turned months that are not sacred to be sacred, in order to fight and
oppress each other whenever they so willed. The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) then explained that the year consists of twelve months, which are: Muharram,
Safar, Rabi’ al-Awwal, Rabi* Ath-Thani, Jumada al-'Ula, Jumada Ath-Thaniyah, Rajab, Sha‘ban,
Ramadan, Shawwal, Dhu al-Qi‘dah, and Dhu al-Hijjah. These are the twelve months of the
year that Allah has made for His servants since the creation of the heavens and the earth.
The Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) then explained that
four of these months are sacred, and that three of these four months are consecutive and
one is separate. The three consecutive months are: Dhu al-Qi‘dah, Dhu al-Hijjah, and
Muharram. Allah has made these months sacred, meaning that fighting is not permissible in
them, and no tribe is allowed to attack another therein. The reason for this is that these are
the months in which people travel to Makkah to perform Hajj. It is part of Allah’s divine
wisdom that He made these months sacred so that no fighting occurs during the months of
Hajj. The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) then said: "and
Rajab of Mudar (tribe) that comes between Jumada and Sha‘ban." This is the fourth of the
sacred months, and the people before Islam would perform ‘Umrah exclusively in this month,
and then perform Hajj during the other three sacred months. This month then became sacred
as well, just as the other three were. The Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) then asked them about what month they were in, what city they were
in, and what day it was. He asked them this in order to alert them and evoke their attention,
because what he was going to say next was very important. When he asked them what
month they were in, they said "Allah and His Messenger know best". They said this because
they did not think the Prophet would ask a question with such a readily known answer, so
they assumed he would say something they did not know. They therefore answered saying
"Allah and His Messenger know best". This reply reflects their good manners. He then
remained silent, because people pay attention to the speaker when he pauses. Abu Bakrah
said that his silence was so long that they thought he was going to give it a name other than
its known name. He then said: "Is it not Dhu al-Hijjah?" They answered: "Indeed, it is!" He
then asked what city they were in. They answered saying that Allah and His Messenger knew
best, even though they knew it was Makkah. However, out of respect to the Messenger of
Allah, they gave this answer. They did not say to him that this was something already known,
or say: "This is well known, O Messenger of Allah. Why are you asking us about it?" Rather,
they answered politely and in @ manner befitting the situation. The Messenger of Allah then
remained silent, to the point that they thought he would give it another name. He then said:
"Is it not Al-Baldah?" Al-Baldah is one of the names of Makkah. They said: "Indeed, it is!" He
then asked: "What day is this." They answered: "Allah and His Messenger know best," just as
they did previously. He said: "Is it not the Day of An-Nahr?" They said: "Indeed, it is, O
Messenger of Allah," They said this knowing that it was the sacred month of Dhu al-Hijjah, in
the sacred city of Makkah, on the sacred Day of An-Nahr, meaning that they were all held as
sacred. He then said: "Verily, your blood, property and honor are sacred (inviolable) to you
like the sacredness of this day of yours, in this city of yours, in this month of yours." He
emphasized the sacredness of these three things: Blood, property and honor. These three are
sacred in the sight of Allah. The word blood includes human life and what is subordinate to it
(human body), property includes both large and small amounts, and honor includes illicit



sexual intercourse, sodomy and false accusations of immorality, and it may also include
backbiting, insulting and cursing. These three things are unlawful for a Muslim to violate with
regard to his Muslim brother. He then said: "Do not return to disbelief after my death, striking
the necks of one another." If Muslims started to kill each other, they become disbelievers,
because a Muslim does not deem the blood of another Muslim lawful; only a non-Muslim does
this. He then ordered those who witnessed his sermon to transmit it to those who were
absent, and said that perhaps someone to whom the content of the sermon is conveyed
might have better understanding of it than the one who heard it from him directly. This was a
command to the Companions who attended the sermon, as well as to all those who hear this
Hadith until the Day of Judgment. The Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings
be upon him) then said: "Behold, have | delivered the message? Have | delivered the
message?" He was asking his Companions that question and they answered: "Indeed, you
have." He then said: "O Allah, bear witness to this!"
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