
When a disbeliever does a good deed, he is rewarded
for it in this world. As to the believer, Allah, the

Almighty, saves his good deeds to reward him in the
Hereafter and provides him with sustenance in this

life as a reward for his obedience

Anas ibn Mālik (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "When a disbeliever does a good deed, he is
rewarded for it in this world. As to the believer, Allah, the Almighty, saves his good

deeds to reward him in the Hereafter and provides him with sustenance in this life as a
reward for his obedience." Another narration reads: "Allah does not deal unjustly with a
believer regarding a single good deed. He is given blessings for it in this world and will
be rewarded for it in the Hereafter. As to the disbeliever, he is given sustenance as a

reward for his good deeds in this world, so when he comes to the Hereafter, there are no
more good deeds for him for which he can be rewarded.”

[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Muslim]

If a disbeliever does an act of obedience, then Allah, the Almighty, will provide him with
sustenance in this world in return for it. As for the believer, if he does an act of obedience,
then Allah will save the reward to give it to him in the Hereafter as well as reward him for his
obedience in this world. Allah never misses rewarding the believer for his good deeds; He
gives him reward in this world as well as the next. As to the disbeliever, he is only rewarded
in this world for his good deeds, and when the Day of Judgment comes, he will have no good
deeds to be rewarded for. Scholars have agreed that if the disbeliever dies upon disbelief,
then he will have no reward in the Hereafter, and he will not be rewarded for any of his good
deeds performed in this world. This Hadīth clearly mentioned that the disbeliever will be fed
and rewarded in this world for what he did of good deeds which do not require a sound
intention to be accepted, such as maintaining ties of kinship, charity, freeing a slave, hosting
guests, and similar deeds. However, if the disbeliever does such good deeds then enters
Islam, then he will be rewarded for them in the Hereafter, as indicated in the Hadīth: "You
embraced Islam with all the previous good deeds you had performed.”
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