
If he had come near me, the angels would have torn
him to pieces

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that Abu Jahl asked (the people
of Makkah): "Does Muhammad place his face on the ground in your presence?" It was
said to him: 'Yes.' He said: "By Al-Lāt and Al-‘Uzza! If I were to see him do that, I would

trample his neck, or I would smear his face with dust." He went to the Messenger of
Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) as he was engaged in prayer and
thought of trampling his neck (and the people say) that he came near him but turned

upon his heels and tried to ward off something with his hands. It was said to him: "What
is the matter with you?" He said: "There is a ditch of fire and horror and wings between
me and him." Thereupon, Allah's Messenger (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) said: "If he had come near me, the angels would have torn him to pieces." Then

Allah, the Exalted, revealed this verse. (The narrator) said: "We do not know whether it
is the Hadīth transmitted by Abu Hurayrah or something conveyed to him from another
source:" {No! [But] indeed, man transgresses, because he sees himself self-sufficient.

Indeed, to your Lord is the return. Have you seen the one who forbids a servant when he
prays? Have you seen if he is upon guidance or enjoins righteousness? Have you seen if
he (Abu Jahl) denies and turns away? Does he not know that Allah sees? No! If he does
not desist, We will surely drag him by the forelock - a lying, sinful forelock. Then let him
call his associates; We will summon the guards of Hell. No! Do not obey him} [Sūrat al-
‘Alaq: 6-19]. ‘Ubaydullāh (a sub-narrator) made this addition: "And He ordered him (to
do what is mentioned in the verse)." Ibn ‘Abd al-A‘la also added that by "Nādiyah" (in

the verse: associates), he meant his people.
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Muslim]

One day, Abu Jahl asked his companions whether Muhammad prayed and prostrated on dust
while they saw him. They said: 'Yes.' So he swore by the two idols of Al-Lāt and Al-‘Uzza that
if he saw Muhammad (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) prostrate, he would
trample on his neck or throw dust on his face. Abu Jahl saw the Messenger of Allah (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) prostrate, so he came over to step on his neck.
Suddenly, however, the people saw Abu Jahl retreat in terror, extending his hand as if he was
pushing something away. His companions asked why he was doing so. He told them that
when he tried to step on the Prophet's neck, he saw a ditch of fire, wings, and horrible things
in between the both of them. The scene terrified him so much that he withdrew. The Prophet
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) remarked that had Abu Jahl drawn closer to
him, the angels would have torn him apart. Hence, Allah revealed these verses: {No! [But]
indeed, man transgresses, because he sees himself self-sufficient. Indeed, to your Lord is the

https://sunnah.global/hadeeth/


return. Have you seen the one who forbids a servant when he prays? Have you seen if he is
upon guidance or enjoins righteousness? Have you seen if he (Abu Jahl) denies and turns
away? Does he not know that Allah sees? No! If he does not desist, We will surely drag him
by the forelock - a lying, sinful forelock. Then let him call his associates; We will summon the
guards of Hell. No! Do not obey him} [Sūrat al-‘Alaq: 6-19]. In these verses, ''man'' refers to
Abu Jahl, who indulged himself in disbelief, sins, and injustice, for he considered himself rich
enough. This disbeliever will return to your Lord, O Muhammad, so that Allah lets him taste a
painful punishment. Abu Jahl indeed tried to prevent the Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) from praying at the Ka‘bah, puffed with arrogance and unbelief. That
is quite amazing. The verses go on to draw this comparison between the Prophet (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) and Abu Jahl. The former was on the right way,
commanding piety. The latter, however, was belying the truth with which Muhammad was
sent. So he did not believe in him. Yet, Abu Jahl should have learnt that Allah sees him and
will punish him on the Day of Resurrection. He is even warned that if he does not stop
offending the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) Allah will take him by
the forehead, the forehead of a monstrous liar. Again, let Abu Jahl seek the support of his
companions. If he does, then strong harsh angels will be summoned against them. Finally,
the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) is commanded not to listen to
Abu Jahl and just continue his prayers to get closer to Allah through worship.
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