
When anyone of you stands in prayer, indeed mercy
is facing him. So, let him not smooth the pebbles

Abu Dharr (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Messenger of Allah (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "When anyone of you stands in prayer,

indeed mercy is facing him. So, let him not smooth the pebbles." Mu‘ayqīb (may Allah be
pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) said about the man who levels the earth where he prostrates: "If you must do so,

then do it only once."
[Sahih/Authentic.] [Al-Bukhari]

In the Hadīth of Abu Dharr, the statement: "When anyone of stands in prayer," means when
one starts to pray, and thus it is not forbidden to remove the pebbles before starting the
prayer.  Removing the pebbles is  forbidden in this  Hadīth so that insignificant things should
not distract the Muslim from the prayer or interrupt his devotion to it. In fact, doing so causes
the Muslim to miss out the mercy resulting from focusing on the prayer. This applies to the
case in which the praying person does not need to fix the place of prostration; otherwise, it is
permissible  to  do  it  one  time  only  as  required.  Pebbles  in  specific  are  mentioned  in  the
Hadīth because they were commonly found on the ground of their mosques back then.
Otherwise, there is no difference between pebbles, dust, and sand in this regard. The Hadīth
of Mu‘ayqīb states that the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said
about a man who was leveling the earth where he is prostrating: "If you must do so, then do
it only once." A man asked the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) about
his case in which he used to level the earth where he prostrates or for prostrating on it. As
this was done during the prayer, the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
instructed the man to level the earth only one time if there is a need for it. Smoothing the
pebble in prayer is disliked except in the case where the pebbles do not allow the person to
do prostration properly because they are too uneven to place the required part  of  the
forehead on them. In this case, therefore, one may smooth the pebbles once or twice. In fact,
there are two narrations reported on this issue. One narration says that removal of the
pebble should be done once, and the other narration says it should be twice. The more
apparent meaning of the two narrations implies that one may wipe the pebbles once and not
more. The cause for the prohibition of smoothing the pebbles during the prayer is that mercy
descends upon and showers the praying person. So, it  is not appropriate for a sensible
person to  react  to  this  significant  blessing  by  such an insignificant  action,  as  stated by  At-
Tībi.  Ash-Shawkāni  also  said:  "This  justification  highlights  that  the  wisdom  behind  the
prohibition of smoothing the pebbles is that one should not busy his mind with something,
which distracts him from the mercy facing him, and thus missing out his share of it."
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