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O father, you prayed behind the Messenger of Allah
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) Abu
Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, and ‘Ali here in Kufah for
about five years. Did they use to recite the Qunut in
the Fajr prayer? He said: O son, this is an innovation
in religion

Abu Malik al-Ashja‘i Sa‘d ibn Tarig (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: | said to my
father: "O father, you prayed behind the Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, and ‘Ali here in Kufah for about five
years. Did they use to recite the Qunut in the Fajr prayer?" He said: "O son, this is an

innovation in religion."
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Ibn Majah - Narrated by At-Termedhy - Narrated by Ahmad]

This noble Hadith clarifies that the Qunut during the Fajr prayer - if it is not because of a
calamity that has befallen Muslims - is an innovation in religion. Shaykh al-Islam said: "One
should not make Qunut except in the Witr prayer unless a calamity befalls the Muslims, in
which case all people praying should make Qunut in every prayer. However, this is
emphasized in the Fajr and Maghrib prayers in proportion to that calamity. Whoever
contemplates the Sunnah will know without a doubt that the Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) never consistently performed Qunut in any of the prayers.
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