
Did the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) ask forgiveness for you? He said: Yes, and

for you, and he then recited this verse: {...ask
forgiveness for your sin and for the believing men
and believing women...} [Sūrat Muhammad: 19]

‘Abdullāh ibn Sarjis reported: I saw the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) and ate bread and meat with him - or he said Tharīd (bread soaked in soup). I

said to him: "Did the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) ask
forgiveness for you?" He said: "Yes, and for you, and he then recited this verse: {...ask

forgiveness for your sin and for the believing men and believing women...} [Sūrat
Muhammad: 19] I then went behind him and saw the seal of prophet-hood between his
shoulders on the top of his left shoulder, like a clenched fist with spots on it, resembling

moles.
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Muslim]

In this Hadīth, the Companion ‘Abdullāh ibn Sarjis (may Allah be pleased with him) explains
that he saw the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) and ate bread and
meat  with  him.  His  disciple  then asked him:  "Did  the Prophet  (may Allah's  peace and
blessings be upon him) ask forgiveness for you?" He answered in the affirmative and added
that he even asked forgiveness for his disciple and all believers, since Allah, the Almighty
commanded him to do so in the Qur’an: {...ask forgiveness for your sin and for the believing
men and believing women...} [Sūrat Muhammad: 19] After that, ‘Abdullāh ibn Sarjis told his
disciple that he went behind the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) and
saw the seal  of  prophet-hood between his  shoulders on top of  his  left  shoulder,  like a
clenched fist  with  spots  on it,  colored differently  from the rest  of  the skin.  This  description
does  not  contradict  the  other  narrations  that  described the  seal  of  prophet-hood as  a
collection of  hairs  or  likened it  to  a pigeon's  egg.  All  these narrations are correct  and
reconcilable.
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