
When anyone of you is in doubt about his prayer, not
knowing how much he prayed, three or four, let him
dispel the doubt and build upon what he is certain

about, then perform two prostrations before making
Taslīm

Abu Sa‘īd al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "When anyone of you is in doubt
about his prayer, not knowing how much he prayed, three or four, let him dispel the
doubt and build upon what he is certain about, then perform two prostrations before

making Taslīm. If he has prayed five, they will make his prayer even-numbered, and if he
has prayed exactly four, they will be humiliation for the devil."

[Authentic] [Narrated by Muslim]

The  Prophet  (may  Allah's  peace  and  blessings  be  upon  him)  clarified  that  if  the  person
praying is in doubt about his prayer, not knowing how much he prayed, three or four, let him
exclude the extra number that he doubts and not take it into account, so three is the number
he is certain about, and let him perform a fourth Rak'ah, then offer two prostrations before
making  Taslīm  (salutation  of  peace  ending  the  prayer).  If  he  has  actually  offered  four
Rak‘ahs, they will become five by adding a Rak‘ah, and the two prostrations of forgetfulness
stand for one Rak‘ah, so the total will be even, not odd. On the other hand, if he has prayed
four in total with the extra Rak‘ah, then he has performed what is due on him without any
increase or decrease. In this case, the two prostrations of forgetfulness will bring humiliation
and defeat to the devil and will drive him away from fulfilling his goal because he threw him
into confusion regarding his prayer and tried to spoil it. However, man's prayer became
complete when he obeyed Allah Almighty through prostration,  which was the same act
through which Satan disobeyed Allah when he refused to obey Him by prostrating to Adam.
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