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The one who is the most versed in Allah's Book
should lead the people in prayer

Abu Mas‘ud al-Ansari (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Messenger of
Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: “The one who is the most
versed in Allah's Book should lead the people in prayer. If they are equally versed in

reciting it, then the one who is the most knowledgeable about the Sunnah; and if they

are equal regarding the Sunnah, then the earliest one to emigrate; if they emigrated at
the same time, then the earliest one to embrace Islam. No man must lead another in
prayer where the latter has authority, or sit in his place in his house without his

permission.”
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Muslim]

The Hadith highlights some points: 1. The one who is the most entitled to leading the people
in prayer is the one with the best memorization of the Qur'an. Yet, he has to be
knowledgeable about the rulings pertaining to the prayer, since the one who is ignorant
about such rulings has no right to lead the people in prayer. If they are equal in this point,
the one who is the most knowledgeable about the Sunnah should lead them in prayer. If they
are equal in this point too, then the one who is the earliest in immigrating should do. If they
are still equal in this point, then the one who is the first among them to embrace Islam
should lead them. 2. A guest should not precede the house owner in leading the people in
prayer except with the latter’'s permission. The house owner has more right to assume this
task than the guest. 3. A guest is not allowed to sit in the house owner’s private place except
with his permission.

https://sunnah.global/hadeeth/en/show/11297

%

oy $
el ol=ll . i iyl dpcall dind
ALNAJAT CHARITY 5 ED G-

=]


https://sunnah.global/hadeeth/
https://sunnah.global/hadeeth/en/show/11297
https://alnajat.org.kw
https://edc.org.kw

