
Are you then asking me about the origins of the
Arabs? The best of them in the pre-Islamic era are

the best of them in Islam, provided that they acquire
religious knowledge

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: It was said: "O Messenger of
Allah, who is the most honorable among people?" He replied: "The most pious among

them." They said: "We are not asking you about this." He said: "Then, Yusuf (Joseph), the
prophet of Allah, son of the prophet of Allah, son of the prophet of Allah, son of the

intimate friend of Allah." They said: "We are not asking you about this." He said: "Are
you then asking me about the origins of the Arabs? The best of them in the pre-Islamic

era are the best of them in Islam, provided that they acquire religious knowledge."
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

The Hadīth explains that the most honorable among people in terms of ancestry, lineage, and
origins are the best during the pre-Islamic era, provided that they attain religious knowledge.
For example, it is known that Banu Hāshim are the best of Quraysh in Islam, provided that
they understand Allah's religion and learn its rulings. However, failing to attain understanding
in religion, noble lineage will be of no avail. If one is of a high lineage and from the most
noble of Arab ancestry, this will not make such a person from the most honorable of creation
in the sight of Allah. Based on this, a person is honored by his lineage, on condition that he
possesses understanding of the religion.
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