
"When you go to a place to relieve yourselves, do not
face or turn your back to the Qiblah (prayer

direction); rather, turn towards the east or the
west."* Abu Ayyūb said: We came to the Levant and
found lavatories built in the direction of the Qiblah,
so, we used to divert ourselves and ask forgiveness

from Allah Almighty.

Abu Ayyūb al-Ansāri (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "When you go to a place to relieve

yourselves, do not face or turn your back to the Qiblah (prayer direction); rather, turn
towards the east or the west." Abu Ayyūb said: We came to the Levant and found

lavatories built in the direction of the Qiblah, so, we used to divert ourselves and ask
forgiveness from Allah Almighty.

[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) forbade the one who wants to
relieve himself by urinating or defecating from facing the Qiblah and the direction of the
Ka‘bah and from turning his back to it by making it behind his back. Rather, he should turn
away from that direction towards the east or the west in case his Qiblah is like that of the
people of Madīnah. Then, Abu Ayyūb (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that when
they went to the Levant, they found the lavatories, which were set up for answering the call
of nature, built facing the direction of the Ka‘bah. So, they used to divert their bodies from
the Qiblah and seek forgiveness from Allah despite that.
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