
The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) forbade throwing stones and
said: It does not kill the quarry or harm the enemy.
Instead, it can gouge out an eye or break a tooth

‘Abdullāh ibn Mughaffal (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of
Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) forbade throwing stones and said:
"It does not kill the quarry or harm the enemy. Instead, it can gouge out an eye or break
a tooth." Another narration reads: "A relative of Ibn Mughaffal threw a stone (using the
index finger and the thumb), and he forbade him, saying: 'The Messenger of Allah (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) forbade throwing stones and said: 'It does not

hunt a quarry.'' Then, he did it again. So, Ibn Mughaffal said: ‘I tell you that the
Messenger of Allah forbade that and you do it again! I shall never talk to you again.'"

[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

‘Abdullāh  ibn  Mughaffal  (may  Allah  be  pleased  with  him)  reported  that  the  Prophet  (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) forbade throwing stones and said: "It does not kill
the quarry." Another narration reads: "It does not hunt the game" - "or harm the enemy.
Instead,  it  can gouge out  an  eye or  break a  tooth."  Scholars  said  that  the  prohibited
“throwing”, which is intended in this Hadīth, is the kind of throwing where one places a
pebble between the right index finger and the left index finger or between the index finger
and  thumb,  then  placing  the  pebble  on  the  thumb  and  flicking  it  with  the  index  finger  or
placing it on the index finger and flicking it with the thumb. The Prophet (may Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) forbade this and justified it  by saying that it  can gouge out an
eye or break a tooth if it hits someone and it cannot catch the quarry, because it is not
strong enough, and it cannot ward off the enemy, because the enemy is repulsed by arrows,
not by small pebbles. Then, one of his relatives came out and started throwing pebbles. So,
he prohibited him from doing so and told him that the Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) forbade that. Then, he saw him doing that again, and he said: "I told
you that the Prophet (may Allah's  peace and blessings be upon him) forbade throwing
stones, and you are still doing it! I shall never speak to you again." He disassociated from
him because he did something that violated a prohibition of the Prophet, may Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him).
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