
The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) forbade praying after the Fajr prayer up

until the sun rises, and after the ‘Asr prayer until the
sun sets

‘Abdullāh ibn ‘Abbās (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: "Some trustworthy men,
and the most trustworthy among them in my eyes was ‘Umar, testified before me that
the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) forbade praying after the

Fajr prayer up until the sun rises, and after the‘Asr prayer until the sun sets." Abu Sa‘īd
(may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Messenger of Allah (may Allah's

peace and blessings be upon him) said: "There should be no prayer after the morning
prayer until the sun rises high, and there should be no prayer after the ‘Asr prayer until

the sun sets.”
[Authentic hadith] [Al-Bukhari and Muslim with its two versions]

In these two Hadīths, the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) forbade
praying after the Fajr prayer up until the sun rises and goes beyond its zenith, as seen by the
normal eye for as much as the height of a spear fixed in the horizon. This period is estimated
to be between 5 to 15 minutes. He also forbade praying after the ‘Asr prayer up until the sun
sets, i.e. few minutes before the Adhān of the Magrib prayer. That is because offering prayer
at these two times involves resemblance to the polytheists who worship the sun upon its
rising and setting, and Muslims are forbidden from acting like them in their worship, because
whoever imitates a people becomes one of them.
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