
O Messenger of Allah, the properties (livestock) have
perished and the roads have been cut off. So

supplicate Allah to send us rain

Anas ibn Mālik (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: A man entered the mosque on
a Friday through the gate facing Dār al-Qadā’ while the Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) was

standing delivering the sermon. The man stood in front of the Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) and
said: O Messenger of Allah, the properties (livestock) have perished and the roads have
been cut off. So supplicate Allah to send us rain. The Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) raised his

hands and then said: "O Allah, send us rain. O Allah, send us rain. O Allah, send us rain."
Anas said: By Allah, we could see no cloud or even a small patch of cloud in the sky, and
there was not a single house or dwelling between us and (Mount) Sal‘. He said: Then, all
of a sudden, a big cloud like a shield appeared from behind it and when it arrived in the
middle of the sky, it spread out and rained. By Allah, we did not see the sun for a week.
On Friday, a man entered through the same gate while the Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) was

delivering the sermon. The man stood in front of him and said: O Messenger of Allah, the
properties have perished and the roads have been cut off. So supplicate Allah to

withhold the rain. He said: The Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) raised his hands and said: "O
Allah, around us and not upon us. O Allah, on the hills, the small mountains, the valleys,
and the places where trees grow." He said: The rain stopped, and we came out walking

in the sunshine. Sharīk said: I asked Anas ibn Mālik: Was it the same first man? He
replied: "I do not know."

[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

A Bedouin entered the Prophet's Mosque on a Friday through a gate on the west side of the
mosque, facing the house of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb (may Allah be pleased with him), while the
Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) was standing and delivering the sermon. The man faced the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) and said:
O Messenger of Allah, the livestock have perished, and the roads have been cut off because
the animals that carry people have died or grown too weak from hunger. So pray to Allah to
send us rain. So, he (صلى الله عليه وسلم) raised his hands and said: O Allah, send us rain. O Allah, send us rain.
O Allah, send us rain. Anas ibn Mālik (may Allah be pleased with him) said: By Allah, we could
not see even a small patch of cloud in the sky, and between us in the mosque and Mount
Sal‘—to the west of the mosque, from where clouds usually come—no house or building was
obstructing our view. Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) said: Then a cloud rose from
behind it, round like a shield—a small disc—and when it reached the middle of the sky over
Madīnah, it spread out and then began to rain. By Allah, we did not see the sun because of
the rain until the following Friday, when that man entered through the same gate while the
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Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم)   was  standing  and  delivering  the  sermon.  The  man  faced  him  and  said:  O
Messenger of Allah, the properties have perished, and the routes have been cut off, so pray
to Allah to withhold the rain from us. He said: So the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) raised his hands and said: O
Allah, let the rain fall  around us and not upon us. O Allah, on the highlands, the small
mountains,  the  valleys,  and  the  places  where  trees  grow.  Anas  said:  The  rain  cloud
dispersed, and we went out walking in the sunlight.
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