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Do not say: What Allah wills and what so-and-so
wills; rather say: What Allah wills then what so-and-
so wills

Hudhayfah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Messenger of Allah (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Do not say: What Allah wills and what

so-and-so wills; rather say: What Allah wills then what so-and-so wills."
[Sahih (authentic) based on its overall chains of transmission] [Narrated by Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i in
Al-Kubra and by Ahmad]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) forbids Muslims from saying:
"What Allah wills and what so-and-so wills" in their speech, or saying: "What Allah wills and
so-and-so". This is because Allah's will and determination are absolute and none shares them
with Him. but using the conjunctive "and" denotes associating someone with Allah and
regarding them as equals. However, one should say: What Allah wills, then what so-and-so
wills; thus, making the slave's will subordinate to Allah's will by saying "then" instead of
"and", since "then" denotes sequence with a gap in time between the two things in
sequence.
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