
Do not exaggerate in praising me as the Christians
exaggerated in praising the son of Mary, for I am

only His slave. So, call me the slave of Allah and His
Messenger

‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: I heard the Prophet
(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) say: "Do not exaggerate in praising me

as the Christians exaggerated in praising the son of Mary, for I am only His slave. So, call
me the slave of Allah and His Messenger."

[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) prohibits immoderateness and
exceeding the Shariah-prescribed limit in praising him and forbids ascribing to himself the
peculiar attributes and actions of Allah or knowledge of the unseen, or that he should be
supplicated to along with Allah, as the Christians did with Jesus, the son of Mary (peace be
upon him). Then, he made it clear that he is one of the servants of Allah and commanded us
to call him: the servant and Messenger of Allah.
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