
I am as My slave thinks of Me and I am with him
when he remembers Me

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Allah, the Exalted and Majestic, says: I

am as My slave thinks of Me and I am with him when he remembers Me. If he
remembers Me within himself, I remember him within Myself; and if he remembers me in

an assembly, I remember him in a better assembly. If he draws near to Me by a
handspan, I draw near to him by a cubit; and if he draws near to Me by a cubit, I draw

near to him by a fathom, and if he comes to Me walking, I come to him jogging."
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) informed that Allah Almighty
says: I am as My slave thinks of Me, so I treat My slave according to his thoughts about Me
when hoping for and expecting pardon, and I do to him what He expects of Me either good or
other than that; and I am with him through mercy, success, guidance, care, and support
when he remembers Me. If he remembers Me inwardly while being alone and in seclusion
through Tasbīh (exalting Allah), Tahlīl (proclaiming Allah's oneness), or others, I remember
him within Myself. And if he remembers Me in an assembly, I remember him in a larger and
better assembly. And whoever draws near to Allah by a handspan, Allah will add to this and
draw near to him by a cubit, and if he draws near to Him by a cubit, Allah draws near to him
by a fathom. And if he comes walking to Allah, Allah will come to him jogging. When the slave
seeks to get closer to his Lord by obeying Him and focusing on Him, the Almighty Lord brings
him even closer to Him as a recompense that suits his deed. The more perfect the believer's
worship of his Lord is, the closer Allah Almighty brings him, as the bestowal and reward of
Allah exceed the slave's deeds and toil. In fact, Allah's reward outweighs the slave's deeds in
terms of quality and quantity. The believer, thus, entertains good expectations of Allah, acts,
hastens, and increases his good deeds until he meets Allah.
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