
There was a man who used to give loans to people.
He would say to his servant: ‘When you come to an
insolvent person, overlook his debt; perhaps Allah

would overlook our sins.’

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "There was a man who used to give loans
to people. He would say to his servant: ‘When you come to an insolvent person, overlook

his debt; perhaps Allah would overlook our sins.’ So, the man met Allah (after death),
and He overlooked his sins."

[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) talks about a man who used to
give loans to people or sell to them with deferred payment. He used to say to his servant
who would collect debts from the people:  When you go to a debtor and find him unable to
repay the debt, "overlook his debt", either by giving him respite or not pressing him to pay,
or by accepting the little he offers, though it falls below the due amount. He did that in the
hope  that  Allah  would  pardon  and  forgive  him.  When he  died,  Allah  forgave  him and
overlooked his sins.
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