
The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) was never asked anything

and said 'no'

Jābir ibn ‘Abdullāh (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Messenger of Allah
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) never said: "No" to anyone who asked

him for something. Anas ibn Mālik (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: Never was
the Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) asked for

anything by someone who was about to accept Islam but that he gave it to them. A man
came to him and asked for alms, so he gave him a number of sheep (so large that they
filled the space) between two mountains. So the man returned to his people and told
them: "O my people, embrace Islam, for Muhammad gives lavishly like someone who
does not fear any poverty." Some people would embrace Islam only for worldly gains,

but Islam soon became dearer to them than the whole world and all what is in it.
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

Hadīth explanation: The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) would never
say 'no' to anyone who asked him for worldly provisions. Rather, if he had what he was asked
for, he would give it to him. If he didn’t have it he would say kind words to him, in compliance
with Allah's command: {And as for the beggar, do not scold him} [Sūrat Ad-Duha: 10]. Anas
(may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) was very merciful, and no one came to him asking for something except that
he promised to give him and carried out that promise if he had something to give." Abu
Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: A man came to the Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) so he sent a messenger to his wives (to bring something
for the man to eat), but they said that they had nothing except water. Thereupon, he said:
"Who will take this (man) as a guest?" In another narration, Sahl ibn Sa‘d (may Allah be
pleased with him) reported: A woman brought a cloak to the Prophet and said: "O Messenger
of Allah, I have knitted this with my own hands for you to wear." So the Prophet took it and
he was in need of it, and he came out to us wearing it. A man said: "O Messenger of Allah,
give it to me to wear." The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said:
'Yes', and sat with us. Later when he returned home, he folded the cloak and sent it to the
man. The people said to the man: "It was not good of you to ask him for it when you know
that he never turns down anyone's request." The man said: "By Allah, I only asked him for it
so that it would be my shroud when I die." And it was (indeed) his shroud when he died.
These are examples of how the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) was
with anyone who asked him for something. If he had something to give, he would give it,
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even if it belonged to him or he needed it. If he did not have anything to give, he would
apologize or promise to give him later, or he would ask his Companions if one of them could
give him. This is an indication of his great generosity, munificence, and excellent manners.
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