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Leave me as | leave you. Verily, what destroyed
those before you was their asking questions and
their disagreement with their prophets

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Leave me as | leave you. Verily, what destroyed
those before you was their asking questions and their disagreement with their prophets.
So, if | forbid you from something, avoid it; and if | command you with something, do as

much of it as you can."
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) mentioned that the Shariah
rulings fall into three categories: what is left unaddressed, prohibitions, and commands. As
for the first: It is what the Shariah has left unaddressed, as there is no ruling, and things, in
principle, are not obligatory. During the Prophet's lifetime, it was a must not to ask about
something that had not occurred for fear that it might become obligatory or forbidden
through revelation, as Allah has left it unaddressed out of mercy towards His slaves. After the
Prophet's death, on the other hand, if the question is posed by way of seeking legal opinion
or learning about what one needs of the religion, then it is not only permissible but also
commanded. However, if the question is posed by way of obstinacy and affectation, then this
kind of question should be avoided, and this is what the Hadith refers to, as it could lead to
what happened to the Children of Israel when they were commanded to slaughter a cow. It
was sufficient for them to obey the command by slaughtering any cow; however, when they
acted obstinately, things were made hard for them. Second: The prohibitions: It is whatever
one is rewarded for abandoning and is punished for doing. So, all prohibitions must be
avoided. Third: The commands: It is whatever one is rewarded for doing and punished for
abandoning. The commands must be carried out to the best of one's ability.
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