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He used to command us, when we were on a journey
or were travellers, not to remove our leather socks
for three days and nights—except in the case of
Janabah (major ritual impurity). In other cases such
as defecation, urination, or sleep, it is sufficient to
wipe over leather socks

Zirr ibn Hubaysh reported: | went to Safwan ibn ‘Assal al-Muradi to ask him about wiping
over leather socks. He said: What brought you here, O Zirr? | said: Pursuit of knowledge.
He said: Indeed, the angels lower their wings for the seeker of knowledge out of
pleasure for what he seeks. | said: | entertain some doubts regarding wiping over leather
socks after defecation or urination. Now since you are one of the Prophet's Companions,
| have come to ask you whether you heard him say anything about this. He replied: Yes.
He used to command us, when we were on a journey or were travellers, not to remove
our leather socks for three days and nights—except in the case of Janabah (major ritual
impurity). In other cases such as defecation, urination, or sleep, it is sufficient to wipe
over leather socks. Then | asked him: "Did you hear him say anything about love?" He
replied: Yes. While we were with the Messenger of Allah ([J) on a journey, a Bedouin
called out in a loud voice;: O Muhammad! The Messenger of Allah ([]) replied in the same
tone: "Here | am!" We said to him (the Bedouin): Woe to you! Lower your voice, for you
are in the Prophet's presence, where you are not allowed to do so. He said: By Allah, |
will not lower my voice. The Bedouin said: What about a person who loves some people
but cannot catch up with them? The Prophet ([J) replied: "A person shall be with those
whom he loves on the Day of Judgment." He kept speaking to us, and during his speech
he mentioned a gate in the direction of the west, the width of which a rider crosses its

width in forty or seventy years.
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by At-Termedhy & Ibn Majah & Ahmad]

Zirr ibn Hubaysh came to Safwan ibn ‘Assal (may Allah be pleased with him), asking him
about wiping over the leather socks. Safwan said: What has brought you here, O Zirr? He
replied: The pursuit of knowledge. Safwan said: Indeed, the angels lower their wings for the
seeker of knowledge, in approval of and honor for what he does. Zirr then said: | have some
doubts in my heart about wiping over the socks after defecation and urination, and you are
one of the Companions of the Prophet ([]), so | have come to ask you whether you heard the
Prophet mention anything about that. Safwan said: Yes. He used to command us when we
were traveling, not to remove our leather socks for three days and nights due to minor
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impurity—such as defecation, urination, or sleep—except in the case of Janabah, for then
they must be removed. | (Zirr) said: Did you hear him mention anything about love? He said:
Yes. While we were with the Prophet ([J) on a journey, a Bedouin called out in a loud voice: O
Muhammad! The Prophet ([J) answered him in a similarly loud voice, close to his tone, saying:
Come here. We said to the Bedouin: Woe to you! Lower your voice, for you are in the
presence of the Prophet ([]), and you have been forbidden to raise your voice before him.
Because of his roughness, the Bedouin replied: By Allah, | will not lower it. Then he said: O
Messenger of Allah, a man loves righteous people but has not done deeds like theirs—what
about him? The Prophet ([) said: A person will be with those he loves on the Day of
Judgment. Zirr said: Safwan continued telling us until he mentioned a gate of repentance in
the direction of the Levant (Sham), which Allah created on the day He created the heavens
and the earth—its width is such that a rider could travel across it for forty or seventy years,
and it will not be closed until the sun rises from the west.
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