
A man's prayer in congregation is twenty-something
degrees higher than his prayer in his house and

market

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Messenger of Allah
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "A man's prayer in congregation is
twenty-something degrees higher than his prayer in his house and market. When one
performs ablution and perfects it, then goes out to the mosque, nothing motivates him
except prayer and seeking nothing but prayer. For every step he takes, he is raised one

degree and one sin is erased for him until he enters the mosque. When he enters the
mosque, he remains in prayer as long as prayer is what keeps him therein. The angels
will keep invoking the blessings of Allah on you as long as you are in the place where
you performed prayer, saying: 'O Allah, have mercy on him! O Allah, forgive him! O

Allah, accept his repentance!' as long as you do not harm anyone therein and do not
break your ablution."

[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) says that when a Muslim prays in
a congregation, his prayer is twenty-something times better than his prayer in his house or
his market. Then, he mentioned the reason, saying that when a man makes ablution and
perfects it and then goes out to the mosque seeking nothing but prayer, with every step he
takes, he is raised one degree and rank, and one sin is erased for him. When he enters the
mosque and sits waiting for the prayer, he takes the reward and recompense of prayer as
long as he is waiting for the prayer, and the angels supplicate for him provided that he
remains in his place where he performed the prayer, saying: "O Allah forgive him! O Allah,
have mercy on him! O Allah, accept his repentance!" as long as he does not break his
ablution or does not do something that may harm the people or the angels.
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