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My example and your example is that of a person
who lit a fire, and grasshoppers and moths began to
fall in it, while he is attempting to push them away. |

am holding you back from the fire, but you are
slipping from my hand

Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah and Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with both of them) reported
that the Messenger (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: “My example
and your example is that of a person who lit a fire, and grasshoppers and moths began
to fall in it, while he is attempting to push them away. | am holding you back from the

fire, but you are slipping from my hand."
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Muslim - Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) explains that his role in his
nation is like that of a man in the wilderness who has lit a fire, and then the grasshoppers
and moths begin to fall into it. This is the case with most small insects when they see a fire,
as they are attracted to the light of the fire, until they get burned in it. The Messenger (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) states that his role is to push people away from the
fire (of hell), just as this man is trying to push the insects away from the fire that he lit up.
However, people are persistently trying to fall into the fire by disobeying him and not
following his Sunnah.
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