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Command your children to pray when they are seven
years old, and beat them for (not offering) it when
they are ten, and separate them (boys and girls) in

beds

‘Amr ibn Shu‘ayb reported from his father on the authority of his grandfather that the
Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Command your
children to pray when they are seven years old, and beat them for (not offering) it when

they are ten, and separate them (boys and girls) in beds."
[Hasan] [Narrated by Abu Dawud]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) clarified that the father should
command his children - boys and girls - to pray when they are seven years old, and he should
teach them what they need to establish prayer. On reaching ten, he should add the beating if
they show negligence in observing the prayer. Moreover, he should separate them in beds.
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