
Stay in your house until the term (of ‘Iddah) lapses.
She said: So I spent my ‘Iddah therein (in her

husband's house) for four months and ten days

Furay‘ah bint Mālik ibn Sinān, sister of Abu Sa‘īd al-Khudri, reported that she went to the
Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) and asked him if she

could return to her family, Banu Khudrah, because her husband went out chasing his
slaves who ran away; and when he caught them at the borders of Al-Qadūm, they killed
him. She said: "I asked the Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) if I could go back to my people, for he (the murdered husband) did not leave me in
a dwelling of his own, nor did he leave me with any financial maintenance?" She said:
"The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) replied: 'Yes.'"
She said: "I went out, and when I was in the apartment or in the mosque, he called for

me, or he commanded someone to call me and he said: 'What did you say?' So I
repeated my story which I had already mentioned about my husband. Thereupon he
said: 'Stay in your house until the term (of ‘Iddah) lapses.'" She said: "So I spent my

‘Iddah therein (in her husband's house) for four months and ten days. When ‘Uthmān ibn
‘Affān became the caliph, he sent for me and asked me about that; so I informed him,

and he followed it and decided cases accordingly.’"
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Ibn Majah - Narrated by At-Termedhy - An-Nasaa’i - Narrated by Abu

Daoud - Narrated by Ahmad - Ad-Daarimi]

This Hadīth shows that a female Companion whose husband died wanted to spend her ‘Iddah
in  a  house  different  from the  one  she  used  to  live  in  with  her  husband.  The  Prophet  (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) told her that Allah made it obligatory for her to
remain in her husband's house until her ‘Iddah lapses. This Hadīth sets a basic rule that the
woman whose husband dies must remain in the house she used to live in with her husband
until her ‘Iddah and mourning period lapse. This period ends with the delivery of a baby if the
widowed woman is pregnant, or by spending full four months and ten days if she is not
pregnant.
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