
A woman whose husband is missing and whose
whereabouts is unknown to her must wait for four
years and then observe the ‘Iddah (of a widow) for

four months and ten days. After that, she is allowed
to marry

‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “A woman whose husband is
missing and whose whereabouts is unknown to her must wait for four years and then

observe the ‘Iddah (of a widow) for four months and ten days. After that, she is allowed
to marry.”

[No judgment by Shaykh Al-Albaani is available] [Maalik]

In this tradition, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb (may Allah be pleased with him) explains that any
woman whose husband went missing must wait for four years, starting from the date when
she lost him. Then she should observe the ‘Iddah of a widow for four months and ten days.
After that, she is allowed to marry. Muslim jurists said that this tradition and similar ones
apply to the husband whose death is almost certain, such as the one who went missing in a
war, drowned at sea, etc.
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