
Whoever intentionally kills a believer shall be
handed to the guardians of the killed person: if they

will, they may kill him, and if they will, they may
accept the blood money. [The blood money] is thirty
'Hiqqah', thirty 'Jadha‘ah', and forty 'Khalifah'. And
whatever they agree upon shall be given to them

‘Amr ibn Shu‘ayb reported from his father, from his grandfather, that the Messenger of
Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever intentionally kills a
believer shall be handed to the guardians of the killed person: if they will, they may kill

him, and if they will, they may accept the blood money. [The blood money] is thirty
'Hiqqah', thirty 'Jadha‘ah', and forty 'Khalifah'. And whatever they agree upon shall be
given to them. That is because the blood money [in this case] should be exorbitant."

[Hasan/Sound.] [Ibn Maajah]

This Hadīth shows the ruling subsequent to killing a believer intentionally. The guardians of
the killed person, from among his heirs, have two options. They may ask for legal retribution,
so the judge kills him; a punishment that resembles his crime. Otherwise, they can accept
the blood money that is mentioned in the Hadīth: thirty 'Hiqqah' she-camels ('Hiqqah' is a
she-camel in its fourth year of age), thirty 'Jadha‘ah' she-camels ('Jadha‘ah' is a she-camel in
its fifth year of age), and forty pregnant she-camels. The guardians of the killed person may
also accept an extra amount that they agree upon with the payers of the blood money. This
is because the blood money for intentional killing is aggravated due to the perpetrator's
intent and determination to kill the victim.
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