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"My wife has given birth to a black boy." The Prophet
asked him: "Do you have camels?" He replied: 'Yes.'
The Prophet asked: "What color are they?" He
replied: 'Red.' The Prophet asked: "Is any of them
gray?" He replied: 'Yes.' The Prophet asked: "From
where did that grayness come?" He said: "It might
have inherited it from its ancestors.” The Prophet
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"Perhaps this son of yours (also) inherited it (this
color) from his ancestors."

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that a Bedouin man came to the
Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) and said: "My wife
has given birth to a black boy." The Prophet asked him: "Do you have camels?" He
replied: 'Yes.' The Prophet asked: "What color are they?" He replied: '‘Red.' The Prophet
asked: "Is any of them gray?" He replied: 'Yes.' The Prophet asked: "From where did that
grayness come?" He said: "It might have inherited it from its ancestors." The Prophet
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Perhaps this son of yours (also)

inherited it (this color) from his ancestors."
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

A boy was born to a man from the tribe of Fazarah, and the color of the baby's skin was
different from that of his father and mother. The father thus had doubts that the boy was not
his child, so he went to the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) to inform
him that his wife gave birth to a black child, thus implying an accusation of adultery. The
Prophet understood what he meant and wanted to convince the man and remove his doubt,
so he made an analogy which is familiar and known to the man. He asked him if he had
camels and what their color was. He replied in the affirmative and that they were red. He
then asked him if there were any grey camels among them, and he said: 'Yes.' The Prophet
then asked him where that different color came from. The man replied that perhaps it came
by heredity from the lineage of the animal; one of its parentages. The Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said that the case of his son was similar to this and that
there might have been a black person in the man's ancestors, so therefore the boy inherited
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the color. The man was convinced with this sound analogy, and the doubts in his mind were
removed.
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