
A man came to the Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) and said: I am weary

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: A man came to the Prophet
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) and said: "I am weary." So he sent to one
of his wives, but she said: "By the One Who has sent you with the truth, I have nothing
(to serve him) but water." He then sent to another one of his wives, and she gave the
same reply, until all of them gave the same reply: "By the One who has sent you with
the truth, I have nothing but water." Thereupon, the Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "Who will receive that (man) as a guest tonight?" A man

from the Ansār said: "O Messenger of Allah, I will." He took him to his house and said to
his wife: "Be generous to the guest of the Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and

blessings be upon him)." In another narration, he said to his wife: "Do you have anything
(to serve the guest)?" She said: "No, nothing but food for my boys." He said: "Distract
their attention with something, and when they ask for dinner, put them to bed. When

our guest enters, extinguish the lamp and give him the impression that we are eating."
So they sat down. The guest had his meal, whereas they went to sleep feeling hungry.

When it was morning, he went to the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) who said: "Allah was well pleased with what you both did for your guest last night."

[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

A man came to the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) and said: "I am in
hardship owing to need and hunger." So the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) sent to one of his wives who said: "By Allah, I do not have anything except water."
He sent to another one, and she said the same. He did that with all of his wives, and the
reply was the same from all of them. So the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "Who will host that man tonight?" A man from the Ansār said: "I will, O
Messenger of Allah." He took him home and said to his wife: "Do you have something we can
serve the guest?" She said: "No, only food for the boys." So he said: "Keep them busy with
something, and when they want to eat, make them go to sleep." He ordered her to turn off
the lamp, and the guest  thought that  they were eating with him. He ate his  fill,  while they
went to sleep without eating out of honor for the guest of the Messenger of Allah (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him). When he woke up the next morning and went to the
Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) he informed him that Allah was
amazed at what they had done the previous night, and such amazement was a sign of
admiration, not disapproval, as Allah, the Almighty, admired what they had done that night.
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