
The Imām is appointed so that he should be
followed; so, do not act differently from him. When
he makes Takbīr all of you should say it after him;

bow when he bows; say "O our Lord, all praise be to
You" when he says: Allah hears the one who praises

Him; prostrate when he prostates; and all of you
should pray sitting when he prays sitting

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The Imām is appointed so that he should be

followed; so, do not act differently from him. When he makes Takbīr all of you should say
it after him; bow when he bows; say 'O our Lord, all praise be to You' when he says:

Allah hears the one who praises Him; prostrate when he prostates; and all of you should
pray sitting when he prays sitting."

[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) mentioned the wisdom behind
appointing an Imām, which is that the worshipers should follow him in their congregational
prayer.  They  should  not  act  differently  from  him  in  the  actions  of  the  prayer.  Rather,  the
Imām's movements during the prayer should be observed and followed in the same order he
does them. Thus, when the Imām says Takbīr, then the congregation should follow him in
doing so. When the Imām bows then they all should follow him, and when the Imām reminds
them that Allah will answer the ones who praise Him by saying "Allah hears the one who
praises Him", then they should praise Allah by saying: "Our Lord, praise be to You". When the
Imām prostrates, Muslims praying behind him should prostrate as well, and if he prays sitting
because he is unable to stand, then all of them should pray sitting as well even if they are
able to stand. This is how the Imām should be followed.
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