
It is not lawful for a woman who believes in Allah and
the Last Day to mourn for a deceased more than

three [days], but for her husband, four months and
ten days

A relative of Umm Habībah died, so she asked for a yellow perfume and wiped it over
her arms and said: "I do this only because I heard the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s

peace and blessings be upon him) say: It is not lawful for a woman who believes in Allah
and the Last Day to mourn for a deceased more than three [days], but for her husband,

four months and ten days.'"
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

Umm Habībah’s father passed away, and she had heard of the prohibition to mourn beyond
three days except for one's husband. She wanted to comply practically, so she asked for
perfume mixed with a yellow substance with which she wiped her arms. She explained why
she was applying perfume. That is because she had heard the Prophet (may Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) say: "It is not lawful for a woman who believes in Allah and the
Last Day to mourn for a deceased more than three [days], but for her husband, four months
and ten days."
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