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Whoever follows a path in pursuit of knowledge,
Allah will facilitate for him a path to Paradise

Abu Ad-Darda’ (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever follows a path in pursuit of
knowledge, Allah will facilitate for him a path to Paradise. Indeed, the angels lower their
wings for the seeker of knowledge, out of pleasure at what he does. Verily, the
inhabitants of the heavens and the earth, even the fish in the water, ask forgiveness
from Allah for the knowledgeable. The superiority of a scholar over a devout worshiper is
like the superiority of the moon over the rest of the stars. Indeed, the scholars are the
inheritors of the prophets, who bequeath neither dinar nor dirham, only knowledge. So

whoever acquires it has actually taken abundant wealth."
[Good hadith] [Narrated by Ibn Majah - Narrated by At-Termedhy - Narrated by Abu Daoud - Narrated by
Ahmad - Ad-Daarimi]

The Hadith sheds light on some merits of the pursuit of knowledge, as follows: 1. If a person
treads a path in pursuit of knowledge or even if he seeks knowledge while at home, Allah, the
Almighty, will reward him by facilitating a path leading him to Paradise. The pursuit of
knowledge includes a tangible path, where a man actually walks (to gain knowledge), and an
intangible one, like attending the classes of scholars and reading books. Thus, he is
considered to be following a path of knowledge, even though he is actually sitting. 2. The
inhabitants of the heavens and the earth, even the fish and animals, invoke the forgiveness
of Allah, the Almighty, for the scholars. 3. The angels, honored by Allah, the Almighty, lay
down their wings for the seeker of knowledge out of pleasure at what he does and in humility
and reverence towards knowledge and the knowledgeable. 4. The scholars are the inheritors
of the prophets. They take knowledge, application, the call to Allah, the Almighty, and
guiding people to His religion from them. 5. The superiority of a scholar over a devout
worshiper is like the superiority of the moon over the rest of the stars. Indeed, the light and
virtue of worship are limited to the worshiper; it does not reach others, just like the light of
the stars. By contrast, the light and virtue of knowledge transcend the scholar and reach
others, enlightening them. The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
highlighted that the prophets did not bequeath worldly fortunes, but the best legacy they
leave behind is knowledge. Whoever acquires it has indeed taken a great fortune. In fact, this
is the true beneficial inheritance. Let no one think that a scholar does not engage in worship
or that a worshiper lacks knowledge. But, the knowledge of the former prevails over his
deeds, whereas the deeds of the latter override his knowledge. Hence, the scholars are
considered as the inheritors of the prophets, who gained both merits - knowledge and action
- and were marked by perfection and the pursuit of improvement. This is the course to be
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taken by those who truly know their Lord and walk in the path leading to Him.
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