
Whenever we gave the Messenger of Allah (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) pledge of
allegiance to listen and obey, he would say to us: To

the best of your ability

Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: Whenever we gave the Messenger
of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) pledge of allegiance to listen and

obey, he would say to us: "To the best of your ability."
[Sahih/Authentic.] [Al-Bukhari and Muslim]

Ibn ‘Umar informs us that whenever they gave pledge allegiance to the Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) he would order them to listen and obey. He restricted such
obedience to what falls within their ability. In other words, if a ruler orders a Muslim to do
something that he is not able to do, he does not have to obey him. Allah, the Almighty,, said:
{Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity.} [Sūrat al-Baqarah: 286]
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