
there is a verse in your Book; had it been sent down
to us, the community of Jews, we would have taken

this day as a festival

‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: A man from the Jews
said to him: O Commander of the Believers, there is a verse in your Book; had it been

sent down to us, the community of Jews, we would have taken this day as a festival. He
said: Which verse? He said: {Today I have perfected your religion for you, completed My

favor upon you, and have chosen Islam as your religion.} [Surat al-Mā’idah: 3]. ‘Umar
said: Indeed, we know that day and the place where it was revealed to the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم)

while he was standing at ‘Arafah on a Friday.
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

A man from among the Jews came to the Commander of the Believers, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb
(may Allah be pleased with him), and said: There is a verse in your Book—the Qur’an—which
you recite. If it had been revealed to us, the Jews, in our Book, the Torah, we would have
taken that day as a festival, celebrating it in gratitude for the blessing of such a great verse.
‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) asked: Which verse is that? He said: {Today I have
perfected your religion for you, completed My favor upon you, and have chosen Islam as your
religion.} ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) replied: We know well the day and the
place in which this noble verse was revealed. It was sent down on a day of celebration—on
Friday—while the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) was standing at ‘Arafah. Both are great days for the Muslims.
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