
The best of you are my generation, then those who
follow them, then those who follow them

‘Imrān ibn Husayn (may Allah be pleased with him and his father) reported: The Prophet
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The best of you are my

generation, then those who follow them, then those who follow them." ‘Imrān said: I do
not know whether the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)

mentioned two or three generations. The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "Verily, after you, there will come people who will betray and will not be

trustworthy, testify without being called to give testimony, make vows but not fulfill
them, and obesity will be widespread among them."

[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) informed that the best group of
people living in the same era are the generation of the Messenger of Allah (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) and his Companions. Then come those who follow them of
the believers who met the Companions but did not meet the Messenger of Allah. Then those
who follow them,  the  followers  of  the  Tābi‘is.  The  Companion  hesitated  in  mentioning
whether the fourth generation was also included. Then the Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: After them will come a people who betray and people will not
trust them, who testify before being asked to give testimony, who make vows but do not
fulfill them, and who indulge excessively in food and drink until obesity becomes widespread
among them.
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