
If the person passing in front of someone praying
knew the extent of the guilt he is incurring, he would

prefer to stand for forty rather than pass in front
him. Abu An-Nadr said: I am not sure if he said forty

days, months, or years

Abu Juhaym ibn al-Hārith ibn As-Simmah al-Ansāri (may Allah be pleased with him)
reported that the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "If the

person passing in front of someone praying knew the extent of the guilt he is incurring,
he would prefer to stand for forty rather than pass in front him." Abu An-Nadr said: "I am

not sure if he said forty days, months, or years."
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

The praying person is standing before his Lord, the Almighty, supplicating Him privately and
calling upon Him. If someone passes in front of him while being in this state, he will interrupt
his private supplication and disturb his worship. That is why it has become a great sin to
disturb the Muslim’s prayer by passing in front of him. So, the Prophet (may Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) informed us that if one knew the sin and misdeed earned from
such an act, he would prefer to stand in his place for 'forty' rather than pass in front of
someone praying. Therefore, a Muslim should beware of this act and avoid doing it. The
narrator was unsure of what was meant by 'forty': are they forty days, months, or years?
However, the number mentioned is not intended to restrict it to a certain period of time;
rather, it is intended to emphasize the prohibition.
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