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Our Lord will reveal His Shin, and then all believers,
men and women, will prostrate themselves before
Him, but there will remain those who used to
prostrate in the worldly life for showing off and
gaining good reputation. Such people will try to
prostrate (in that situation) but their backs will be as
stiff as if it is one bone

Abu Sa‘ld al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Our Lord will reveal His Shin, and then
all believers, men and women, will prostrate themselves before Him, but there will
remain those who used to prostrate in the worldly life for showing off and gaining good
reputation. Such people will try to prostrate (in that situation) but their backs will be as

stiff as if it is one bone (a single vertebra)."
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

The Lord, Glorified and Exalted, will reveal His noble Shin on the Day of Judgment, and every
believer, male and female, will prostrate to Him. As for the hypocrites who used to prostrate
to Allah in the worldly life so as to be seen by people, they will not be able to prostrate
because their backs will be made of one vertebra or one straight bone. They will not be able
to bend nor prostrate, because they did not really prostrate to Allah in the worldly life, rather
they only prostrated to their worldly purposes. It is not permissible to interpret Allah's Shin as
hardship, distress and so on. Rather it is obligatory to affirm this attribute for Allah, the
Almighty, without asking 'how', and without drawing resemblance or similitude, and without
stripping it of its true meaning.
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